SILC COUNCIL MEETING-August 5, 2010

Introductions and Welcome:
In Attendance were SILC COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Bryan Hilbert, Judy Barrett, Rick Davis, Patricia Valladares, Dorothea Thompson, Anthony Sledge, Marianne Leonard;  SILC Executive Director:  Mark Montgomery; VR PROGRAM MANAGER AND SILC LIAISON:  Sam Cole; CENTER DIRECTORS:  Lillian Burch (DRC),  Robert Leonard (TARP), Deborah Cunningham (MCIL); also present: Bennie Scott and Catherine Sturdivant representing (JCIL)

Call to order:

 Judy Barrett, Chairperson 

Minutes:

Mark Montgomery noted two changes to be made to the minutes; the spelling of Errol Elshtain’s name needs to be corrected twice.  Marianne Leonard noted a typo on the third page; Park B needs to be Part B.   Bryan Hilbert made the motion to approve the minutes with these changes and Anthony Sledge seconded, the motion was approved.                                                                                                                            

SILC membership report: 

Mr. Sam Cole reported that there are two upcoming vacancies.  One is for a CIL director’s representative to serve on the council for the replacement of the unexpired term of Mr. Glen Barr, who passed away recently.  The majority vote of CIL directors have recommended that Bob Leonard be appointed as CIL representative on the Council; his name will be submitted to the Governor for appointment.

Anthony Sledge will be completing the unexpired term from 11/30/07 to 11/30/10 and we will be submitting that recommendation at the same time.

Nominations pending in the Governor’s office:   Deana Claiborne.  There are no new nominees for appointment pending. There have been no new appointments since the last Council meeting within the last 4 months.

Vocational Rehabilitation Update:  

Explaining that the Assistant Commissioner and VR directors could not attend due to a training today, Mr. Cole presented the VR report.

Tennessee Business Enterprise (TBE) has hired its first ever Inmate Commissary Specialist.  TBE has taken over the inmate commissaries in two counties operated exclusively by blind vendors who provide the same level of services that private vendors offer.
VR waiting list release, electronic case management system, wage reimbursement incentive program, and tuition for Grandfather Clause Cases were discussed.
Independent Living:   Mr. Cole explained that because TARP is a Part B center, VR is now including TARP in their report.
TARP Director, Staff, Board, and Consumers held meetings, etc., analyzed the recently published Part C Grant Application requirements and began the application process.  The application was completed and submitted June 08, 2010.   

ADA Celebration events planning/promotion, and volunteer organization/job assignments are ongoing for the TARP ADA Celebration 2010.
TARP participated in SPIL trainings, meetings, and continued work with SILC and SPIL Committee on the next State Plan for Independent Living Services (SPIL)
SRC:   All SRC appointments and re-appointments have been made by the Governor; there currently are no vacancies on the SRC.
PCA Services:   Anne Robertson is meeting with the CILs to discuss provision of PCA management training to VR clients. The goal is to promote self-direction and independence, and prepare VR clients for the day-to-day management of their PCA.
Transition:   Fiscal Year 2011 Transition School to Work contract agreements are completed.  The Johnson City school system chose not to continue their contract due to system-wide budgetary constraints, leaving twenty-two remaining partnerships throughout the state providing secondary “transition-to-employment” services to high school students with disabilities.  
At the conclusion of the VR updates, Bryan Hilbert announced that he is now a successful VR closure.  He is taking a position as the Testing and AT Coordinator at UT.

The Treasurer’s Report: 

As Treasurer was not present, Mark Montgomery presented the quarterly budget report that was sent via email to council members prior to this meeting. Bryan Hilbert made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report.  Patricia Valladares made the second.  The motion passed.

SILC Director’s Report:

Mark Montgomery thanked MCIL for hosting the SILC meeting and said that Glen Barr had suggested holding the meetings at the centers so that the council could see the centers and the things they do. Mark reported that the SPIL has been submitted, along with the public comments from the public hearings/town hall meetings.  Some of the meetings were well attended, some were not.

Mark attended the NCIL conference with Lillian Burch, and Nichole Craig, visited and educated some legislators and their staff on HR5610 and the reauthorization of the Rehab Act, The Community Choices Act, and other legislation dealing with Veteran’s Affairs, housing, ending the Medicare waiting period, etc. 

Mark reported that he would like to establish a committee including himself, Deborah, Tom, and someone from the council; hoping to come up with ideas for legislation to take to our state representatives proposing additional IL funding, as well as craft a pro-active approach to securing additional state dollars to offset possible funding variances for current Part C CILs  in future years. He plans to work with Lillian on the Indiana Funding Formula.  We can take this information to the legislature.

HR5610, also known as the Center Technical Adjustment Act, has passed.  Mark explained the basics of the act and noted that it did not apply to Tennessee because Tennessee applied for a new Part C Center (TARP).

Mark again explained the “jelly bean jar” principle for the advance required by SILC and TARP at the beginning of each fiscal year.  The delay in getting the advance each year is becoming a problem.

Center Reports

The Disabilty Resource Center: 

Lillian Burch reported that she has 259 consumers, 600 I&Rs, 1176 Newsletters, 31 Improved Access, 13 Ramps, and 783 Community hours.

Directly relating to the SPIL Goals and Objectives:
Under Advocacy & Collaboration for transportation:  In February, dRC met with the Mayor, staff, a City Council Member, and were able to successfully advocate to have KAT LIFT services reinstated for individuals who had lost their services.
In order to further develop the current network of centers for independent living and enhance the effectiveness of the network, dRC requested to use ARRA funds to begin services for surrounding counties, however was denied.

To educate local government officials on disability issues, dRC met with the Mayor, and others.

Mayor Haslam commended dRC for advocating for issues (KAT) and still maintain partnership with entities.  dRC previously advocated to prevent KAT cuts in services.

Staff met with Senator Corker and Congressman Duncan in D.C. during NCIL.

As part of dRC’s Spirit of ADA Celebration, they had the Xtreme Heat Challenge put on by their youth (WorkABILITY Academy) disability awareness (attitudinal barrier breakdown) activities inc.  Beep Ball, Simon Signs, Wheelchair Obstacle Course, Accessible bicycles, throwing water balloons with reachers.   This event was covered by 2 television stations.

MCIL 

Deborah and Sandy reported that they are using their ARRA funds to purchase new computers (equipment and software).  In addition to the new computers, they also were able to hire a new part-time person for Community Resources to update the contacts and keep the I&R records.

They also reported on the Pre-Independence Day Celebration on July 2nd.  They had about 35 people at MCIL and gave two trainings.

On July 13, they held a Visitability/Housing Conference and had Eleanor Smith of “Concrete Change” and Michael Price of “Easy Living Homes” as speakers.  They had about 64 people to attend this conference.

MCIL sponsored a week-long Youth Camp called “Camp Leadership” in July with 10 attendees between the ages of 12 and 18.  Participants learned about advocacy and leadership skills and how to become involved in their own IEP’s.

MCIL’s ADA celebration was at city hall this year on July 26th with the mayor giving the proclamation.  Representative Steve Cohen was the key note speaker.  There were 118 in attendance.  The planning of this event was a collaboration between MCIL, Paralyzed Vets, DLAC, AAAD, Deaf Connect, and ARC of the Midsouth.  MCIL used some of the ARRA funds for this for things like providing lunch, printing flyers and programs, etc.

MCIL has transitioned 16 people out of nursing homes this year.  All of the transitioned people are still in Tennessee.  Two of their former transitioned people who are living in Colorado have started their own Transitioning Business, helping people transition out of Nursing Homes.  Some of the services in Tennessee have been on hold for now and hopefully will restart very soon.  There is an increasing problem with lack of funding and inadequate housing available in their area. 

The “Next Chapter” Book Club has been started through funds awarded from the DD council.  They have hired the coordinator and hope to begin meeting at the end of this month.

TARP

Bob Leonard announced that TARP submitted a Part C grant application to RSA on June 8th. TARP held the annual ADA Celebration on July 24th and had several hundred visitors.  More than 40 volunteers pitched in to plan, coordinate, and work on the day of the event. Representatives from the SILC & DSU brought and read a proclamation from the Governor. Local dignitaries included the Sheriff and county commissioners.

JCIL

Catherine Sturdivant reported that it has been a tough time at JCIL after the passing of Glen Barr.  She said they had their annual ADA Celebration and JCIL was renamed “Glen Barr Jackson Center for Independent Living”.JCIL had their annual Fishing Rodeo, where they had a big turnout and presented prizes and trophies.

Catherine reports that JCIL acquired new computers and printers using ARRA funds. JCIL continues the ramps and vehicle lift program that was so dear to Mr. Glen.

The deaf interpreters held training for deaf and hard of hearing consumers on personal finance, legal, and emergency management. Catherine reported that today is voting day and JCIL is a voting precinct.

 CILMT

In the absence of Tom Hopton, Mark Montgomery read the report provided by Tom.

The CILMT partnered with the TDC, TMHCA and DLAC for the 20th Anniversary of the ADA celebration.  The event was held on July 26th.  A diverse group from Middle Tennessee was in attendance.  Memorials were established for Jackie Page, Glen Barr, and Lana Kyle. 

Nashville continues to recover from the disaster in early May.  Housing continues to be a big issue.  Transportation services have about returned to pre-disaster levels.  MTA, the local public transportation service lost 30 million in equipment in the flood.

A CILMT employee is part of a lawsuit against Tenncare, due to reductions in nursing services.

 The agency is working with the disaster recovery folks to insure that the reconstruction in the disaster areas is ADA compliant.

Old/New Business:

There was no old business.  

In new business, Anthony Sledge, IL Specialist announced that he has informational packets about a training workshop on Nursing Home Transition that will be held on September 1st   at MCIL.

Maresa Corder, the Director of HCBS (Choices Program) gave a brief presentation. She encouraged the CILs to send names of anyone that are BC/BS members, currently residing in a nursing home that would like to move out.  There are funds available for a variety of services. 

MCIL employees introduced themselves and explained what they do.  MCIL has 8 full time employees, 3 part time employees, and 2 interns.

The meeting adjourned, the next SILC meeting will be held at the dRC Center For Independent Living in Knoxville on October 14.

These minutes respectfully submitted by Marianne Leonard, substituting for Michelle Priddy, who was unable to attend.

