SILC COUNCIL MEETING – AUGUST 11, 2011

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

In attendance:

SILC COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Bob Leonard, Chair; Anthony Sledge, Vice Chair; Deana Claiborne, Treasurer; Rick Davis, Patricia Valladares, Marianne Leonard, Dorothea Thompson, Errol Elshtain, Bryan Hilbert

Absent:  Michele Priddy, Secretary, Judy Barrett, Susan Conder

SILC Executive Director:  Mark Montgomery

VR Representative: Gay Oliver        SILC Liaison: Sam Cole

CENTER DIRECTORS:  Lillian Burch, Bob Leonard, Tom Hopton, Beth James    

CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order by Bob Leonard, Chairman.

MINUTES:

Deana Claiborne requested a minor change in the minutes of the April 14, 2011 meeting concerning the director and staff doing fundraising.  The change should read: “The SILC staff is not allowed to do fundraising because the staff’s salary is 100% paid out of the contract budget.”  Motion to approve the minutes as amended was made by Anthony Sledge and seconded by Dorothea Thompson.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

By:  Sam Cole

There are no pending nominations for the next four months in the Governor’s office, in the Commissioner’s office, or on Mandy’s desk.  There have been no appointments made since the last meeting.  Upcoming vacancies for which nominations will be needed (within 4 months) are as follows:

· Serving 2nd full term and not eligible for re-appointment

Judy Barrett             (12/15/08 - 11/30/11)   Other Appropriate Individuals

· Serving 1st full term and eligible for re-appointment

Bryan Hilbert           (12/15/08 - 11/30/11)   Other Appropriate Individuals

· Serving 1st full term and eligible for re-appointment

Susan Conder           (11/30/08 - 11/30/11)   Designated State Unit

· Serving 1st full term and eligible for re-appointment

Errol Elshtain             (11/30/08 - 11/30/11)  Other State Agency serving PWD

· Serving 1st full term and eligible for re-appointment

Patricia Valladares    (11/30/08 - 11/30/11)  Other Appropriate Individuals

· Serving unexpired term and eligible for re-appointment

Bob Leonard              (11`/30/08 - 11/30/11)  CIL Director chosen by CIL directors

Discussion was held about the CIL Director position on the SILC Council.  Chairperson.  Currently, the SILC Chairman holds the title of CIL representative.  According to the By-Laws, the Chair cannot vote unless to break a tie. Therefore, some feel that the SILC does not have an effective CIL Director position currently on the Council.

VR REPORT:

Gay Oliver gave the VR report in the absence of the interim Assistant Commissioner, Terry Smith.

Highlights include: VR’s Standard Procedures Directives (SRD), the new Information Management System soon to be fully implemented, waiting list and closure reports.

 TREASURER'S REPORT:

Deana introduced Michael Atnip (attending via conference call) as the new SILC accountant.  Michael went over the financial report and will close out the year by the end of September.  He is currently going back and reviewing the prior years’ figures and wants to review the prior bookkeeper's records in greater detail.

Deana expressed continued concern that the SILC has no discretionary dollars.

A motion to approve the financial report as presented was made by Bryan Hilbert and seconded by Anthony Sledge.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.

CIL & SILC REPORTS:

The SILC & CIL directors gave their respective reports which will be made available upon request.

Highlights include:

Lillian Burch, dRC-Knoxville: Legislative Action, Spirit of ADA Awards, Extreme Heat Challenge covered by two TV stations and newspapers, Knox Co. Employment Consortium, Housing Workshops, Outreach efforts utilizing ARRA Part B funds, Built 20 ramps this year – a record number, success with law school students giving legal assistance to consumers, update on DOJ case involving a river boat.

Anthony Sledge for Deborah Cunningham, MCIL-Memphis: Anthony said the MCIL report would be made available.  He reported that Deborah had recently had a fire in her apartment.  She is out of the hospital and in the process of moving into another apartment.  She had a lot of smoke damage and lost most of her belongings.

Tom Hopton, CILMT-Nashville:  Media event on Channel 4 news pointing out compliance issues with juvenile justice, peer counselor certification opportunities through TMHCA (will send out more information), currently doing more home modifications than ramps, the stimulus funds are being spent for increased employment opportunities, funding for transportation service to and from doctors' appointments which is a huge need as well as the challenges in getting back to pick-up location, Disability Etiquette training for cab drivers/MTA bus drivers, etc., mediation process at DOJ and how much more time efficient it is to go directly to mediation.

Mark Woolfall, TRAC-Chattanooga:  No report.

Beth James,JCIL-Jackson:  Two members attended NCIL conference in Washington D.C., contacted mayors, fire/police chiefs, etc., Annual Fishing Rodeo, ADA Event, JCIL was a FEMA site for 6 weeks which gave them publicity on the local TV news, new VISTA volunteer working in information/technology which has been wonderful, 18 ramps built this quarter and 31 so far this year.

Bob Leonard-TARP-Paris:  Regularly attending speaking engagements with elected officials, volunteer training in IL Philosophy and Disability Etiquette, ADA Celebration had 258 visitors and news coverage, still active with the AAAD, provided assistance at the local FEMA site.

Mark Montgomery-SILC:  Organized the FEMA/CIL partnerships across the state, worked with CILMT reducing attitudinal barriers with the taxi/MTA drivers, restaurants, etc., worked collaboratively with the SRC developing goals & comments to the State Plan, worked with RSA on the audit in June, attended the MegaConference and SILC had a table there, worked with Bob on ideas for issues to discuss with representatives at NCIL conference since Bob went and he didn’t, the new phone system is in place with a new carrier and are updating the hardware in the SILC office, busy writing new policies and procedures.

Linda Logan, Program Coordinator with dRC in Knoxville, gave a report on the IL Services being offered in the East Tennessee counties of Blount and Sevier since early June.  Under the direction of Lillian Burch, she has been utilizing the additional funding to outreach to this unserved area.  She has identified support services for Independent Living and Peer Support.  She is collaborating with community partners. She reports many individual successes with assisting consumers of these counties.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No Public Comments

PUBLIC POLICY UPDATES

Errol Elshtain reported on Legislation that has passed, the Governor has designated one day in April as Autism Awareness Recognition Day, References in Laws have changes to the language (replaces references to mental retardation with references to intellectual disabilities), Legislation to replace outdated language such as “insane” or “an imbecile” for purposes of granting a marriage license, Developmental Disability and Intellectual Disability definitions have been refined, Special Education Behavioral Supports Act, Lottery, Scholarships and Programs changes, Photo ID for voters, extends time period that a permanent disabled parking placard is valid, collaboration between TDC, UCP, the ARC and others to start a Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business

NEW BUSINESS

No New Business

CLOSING:

The next SILC meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2011.  Anthony Sledge made a motion to adjourn.  Deana Claiborne seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Marianne Dale

SILC Staff

