SILC COUNCIL MEETING

 OCTOBER 14, 2010

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

In attendance:

SILC COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Judy Barrett, Rick Davis, Anthony Sledge, Patricia Valladares, Marianne Leonard, Dorothea Thompson,Michele Priddy,  SILC Executive Director:  Mark Montgomery,   VR Program Manager and SILC Liaison  Gay Oliver and Sam Cole,  CENTER DIRECTORS:  Lillian Burch, Catherine Sturdivant, GUESTS:  Nicole Craig (DRC), Ruth Brock (VR), William Edington (substituting for Errol Elshtain),VIA CONFERENCE CALL:  Bob Leonard,  Errol Elshtain.

CALL TO ORDER: 

By:  Judy Barrett, Chairperson

MINUTES:

By:  Mark Montgomery 

Anthony Sledge brought a motion to accept the August 5 minutes, Patricia Valladares seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:

By:  Sam Cole

 Bob Leonard has been appointed by the Governor to fill the unexpired term of Glen Barr.

Deana Claiborne has been appointed awaiting paperwork.

Anthony Sledge has been reappointed for a 3-year term from 11/30/10 -11/30/13.

No nominations for appointment once these memberships are approved.

VR REPORT:

By:  Gay Oliver  

 1,651 successful closures (employment of 90 days or more).  Production goals for 2011: completed staff training, electronic case management system being designed (full implementation 7/2011), wait list release,  1811 Category PC3 have been released, leadership training scheduled with TASTE (contracted with RSA), and training units have been established in the four regions of Tennessee.

Order of selection for eligibilities for VR services, based on RSA requirements:

PC1 – two limitations to functional capacities 

PC2 – 1 limitation

PC3 – meet functional limitations but not function capacities

PC4 – multiple services 

Mr. Edington had a question about production goals – number of successful closures, goals for the counselors.

Ms. Burch had a question about the electronic records.

 TREASURER'S REPORT:

By: Mark Montgomery 

Over budget for the Memphis meeting by $100.00 and also increase of cell phone due to change in plan.

Anthony Sledge made a motion to accept the budget.  Patricia Valladares seconded the motion.  Motion approved. 

TARP (Part C CIL) REPORT:

By:  Bob Leonard

· TARP approved as a part C center, transition relatively smooth

· CIL to CIL mentoring - very successful

· TARP employing CIL management software – web based, working well, not a lot of equipment involved and report ability

· Vote Tennessee project explained

· Train the Trainer program by DLAC completed 

· Preparing intensive nursing home transition  

JCIL REPORT:

By: Catherine Sturdivant, Acting Executive Director

West TN housing fair

20th anniversary of Deaf Awareness membership activities

Ramps - 2 ramps built, chair loan

Interviewing for new JCIL director 

dRC REPORT:

By:  Lillian Burch

· Education on attitudinal barriers  “story of the blind boy” contest – lots of stories sent and comments shared, great educational opportunity. Encouraged other centers replicate this contest.  Great opportunity for all parties to learn something.

· Workability Academy – (from ERA Part B stimulus, and $25.00 fee) 

· students age 14-21 with disabilities 


· overwhelming response 

·  educational component

·  self awareness

·  peer counseling 

· dress for success 

·  physical exercise 

· working to overcome transportation and geographic regional challenges - upcoming article in DD’s Breaking Ground magazine

· Disability Mentoring Day – including Chamber of Commerce in the process to encourage businesses to work with the Knoxville Area Employment Consortium  - 30 mentors involved – process encourages interagency coordination.

MCIL REPORT:

By: Anthony Sledge

· Next chapter book project - outreach to consumers with intellectual disabilities – educational opportunity

· MCIL transition project

· Working on modifications of the Liberty Bowl to make facility accessible (had to involve the Department of Justice)

· 25th anniversary celebration on Oct. 23, 2010 from 6-9

· Housing grant to continue home modifications $5,000 per family – have completed 63 families

· Annual open house December 3, 2010  

CILMT REPORT:

No report submitted by Tom Hopton

 Mark Montgomery reported on communications with Mr. Hopton - Nashville area will be looking to decreasing their service area – discussion about this with the council and Mr. Cole clarified that it would be the decision of the Federal government to make this change and there would have to be an amendment to the SPIL.

TRAC REPORT

No report submitted by Mark Woolfall

SPIL REPORT

By:   Mark Montgomery

· Approval of SPIL July 1, 2010 – posted on the website

· Mark and Lillian will put together an outline to be used by the CILs to be presented at each quarterly meeting

· Each center with a scope of service in the SPIL should be reporting on how they are accountable to the current goals and objectives listed in the SPIL

· There was public notice in Knoxville area press of this council meeting

· Congratulations sent to the TARP center on work involved in getting approval of Part C – Marianne Leonard thanked those involved in assisting in the process – Sam thanked the current council for expanding IL services in TN – Mark also recognized the participating CIL directors for their role

· Next council meeting is scheduled for January 13, 2011 in Nashville with the following change: the next meeting of the SILC will be a joint meeting with the State Rehabilitation Council and will be held at the Doubletree Hotel. 

· Mark was appointed Chair of the State Rehab Council. He believes it is a good thing for the SILC and SRC to coordinate their efforts.

· Mark can no longer advocate on behalf of the SILC for legislation; however he can educate

· Sam commented focus should be on the plans because of increased pressure by the Federal government 

· A PowerPoint presentation was given by Gay Oliver (VR)

TN COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES:


 Mr. Edington gave a public policy update.

· Regarding public policy legislation: success in getting the words “mental retardation” replaced with “intellectual disability” within four titles of state legislation. As they worked on this legislation, they also found other offensive language references in state law – so currently they will be working on removing as many of these terms as possible from state code.

· Fulfill the Promise update – continuing to work on the recommendations.  One issue to develop the state agency that needs to be developed and coordinated for all persons with disabilities which includes disabilities other than intellectual disability- a bill has passed to change the Division of Intellectual Disabilities Services   to the Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities which will give more visibility at the seat of power.  Working toward restoring Family Support permanently and also wanting to develop a Medicare waiver program for developmental disabilities

Mr. Cole commented:  SILC needs to make sure that the CILS have information in order to coordinate efforts.  There was a  discussion of the educational role as well as lobbying and advocacy role. 

Mr. Edington clarified the role of the DD council as an advocacy agency.

OTHER BUSINESS:

· There was a concern that RSA does not always consider IL philosophy.  Marianne Leonard suggested that we get a separate “Day on the Hill” coordinated in order to educate legislators on IL philosophy

· Mr. Elshtain suggested a breakfast for the legislators. Marianne suggested a welcome basket with info on IL philosophy. Sam pointed out that you have to be careful on how you use Federal funds. 

· Mr. Elshtain recommended that a committee be formed to explore having some type of meeting with the 2011 General Session Legislators. 

·  Mark discussed the issue of conflict of interest and the integrity of the SILC council.  The executive committee will discuss these issues at a later time.

dRC OVERVIEW

By:  Nicole Craig, Keith Rearden, Jeanette Dyer, Virgil Seay, Melissa Warkwick 

· Staff members of the Knoxville dRC presented information about the activities that they participated in support of the SILC

· Information and referral 

· success story of connecting a consumer with needed services

·  the alpine rope course 

· success with the disability pathfinder

· IL specialist, responsible for finding accessible housing and section 8 vouchers 

· home and community based services including “choices” 

· self and systems advocacy 

· peer counseling 

· advocacy boot camp in preparation for Disability Day on the Hill 

· the Biggest Loser program  

· living with disability 5 week course  

connected a consumer in order to get an accessible bathroom and accommodations and food while working toward getting consumer connected with VR services

· Information about a law intern assisting them with individual legal concerns, building relationships within the community, inclusive playground 

· Coordinates VR supported employment, Ramps and Rails program

· Workability Academy discussed

OLD BUSINESS

None presented

NEW BUSINESS

By:  William Edington – training for voting poll workers through DLAC

By:  Dorothea Thompson – ROVER public transportation difficulties in the Murfreesboro area- Mark suggested that she contact Kenton Dickerson at MCIL

CLOSING: 

Anthony Sledge made a motion to adjourn.  Rick Davis seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted by Michele Priddy, Secretary

