October 13, 2011 Second Quarterly Meeting Minutes

I
Attendance:  All Council members were present except for Judith Barrett who was excused due to illness.

II
Chairman Leonard asked if there were any additions to the draft agenda.  Hearing none, he asked for a motion to approve.  Anthony Sledge made a motion to approve, Deana Claiborne seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.

III
August 11, 2011 Minutes:  Chairman Leonard asked if everyone had had an opportunity to      review the minutes and if there were any corrections. Errol Elshtain noted that  “Department for Intellectual Disabilities” should be changed to “Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities”.  Deana Claiborne made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Patricia Valladares seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.

IV
Council Member Update:  Sam Cole gave the council member update. The SILC will be replacing Judith Barrett and Susan Conder while Bob Leonard, Bryan Hilbert, Errol Elshtain and Patricia Valladares are eligible for re-appointment.  Beth James from JCIL has been elected by the center directors to serve as the CIL representative to the Council.

V
Treasurer's Report:  Our new CPA has changed the reporting format used at our SILC meetings.  Electronic copies of the form were emailed to the Council prior to the meeting.


No discretionary funds are in the budget for the staff to fundraise.  The board, however, may do so.  Marianne Leonard made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Anthony Sledge second the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.

VI
VR Report:  Mr. Holmes reported that a national search for Assistant Commissioner for VR has been completed and that a successor to Andrea Cooper will be named on or about November 1st.  He stated that the Director of VR position is vacant and that resumes are being accepted and are currently being reviewed.  Gay Oliver has moved under the Office of Inspector General for the Department as Director of Grants and Contract Monitoring.   Juanita Flakes, Program Coordinator working with grants and contract monitoring as well as quality assurance, is moving under the new Office of Performance Management coordinating Quality Assurance activities for the VR program.  Kevin Wright, Executive Director for the Tennessee Technology Access Program, has moved under Human Resources for DHS and will continue his TTAP duties as well as additional duties of ADA Compliance and Due Process Hearing Officer.  Patti Norris will be serving as Interim Director of Services for the Blind andVisually Impaired and Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

For this current fiscal year, VR is committed to opening Priority Category 2 in order to serve more clients under the current order of selection.  There is no current time frame for doing this.  However, as soon as possible as available dollars permit, the agency is looking to do this.

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month and Governor Haslam has recently designated October as Disability Employment Awareness Month in Tennessee.

The new case management system has been implemented. 

VII
CIL/SILC Reports:  The following Centers for Independent Living delivered their comprehensive quarterly SPIL/704/center updates: Knoxville, Jackson, Memphis, Paris and Nashville.  Chattanooga did not present.  A complete compiled CIL/SILC/SPIL activities update/704 report can be found on the SILC website.  

VIII
Public Comment:  Secretary Michelle Priddy spoke about her business, Inclusive Yoga Business and Adaptive Yoga for Persons with Disabilities.  Michele also addressed the topic of technology and the use of the Kindle for students with disabilities and the problems that she is facing in the Sumner County School District.

IX
Public Policy Update:  Errol Elshtain stated that the Family Support funds will run out in June 2012.  He noted that Commissioner Henry states he supports this program and urges families to fight to have funding reinstated.

X
Old Business:  The SILC staff explained why they send out the accommodations request form. The information is needed to determine the types of rooms we will need, the size of our meeting space, the number and types of meals that will be served as hotels require us to sign a contract and we are looking to find the best rate.  The SILC does not qualify for state rates as some have been led to believe in the past.


Judith Barrett was recognized for her many years of service and commitment to the SILC.

XI
New Business:  A handout was distributed laying out new committee structures for the SILC.  These committees include Executive Committee, SPIL Committee, Public Policy Committee and possibly a Media Committee.  The Council committee assignments will be made after the next meeting when the reappointments and new Council members are on board. 


Several proposed changes to the SILC Bylaws were discussed; in accordance with the existing bylaws, a draft copy with proposed changes highlighted will be sent out to the SILC Membership for reference and consideration before an actual vote.

Respectfully submitted,

SILC Staff

